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Editors Notes

We are very excited to 
bring to you our first 
newsletter. 

When Farrell Roe and I 
discussed creating a 
Tennessee Bluebird Society 
last fall at the NABS 
Conference, I don’t think 
either one of us had any idea 
of how much work and  cost 
were involved. In saying that, 
we both have benefited 
greatly from the people we 
have met across Tennessee 
and their interest in 
conservation, Bluebirds and 
other native cavity nesting 
birds.

We hope you will be 
impressed on what we have 
accomplished since the first 
of December.

Enjoy the newsletter. 
Please give us your feedback.

Chuck James

The Tennessee Bluebird
Welcome To the Tennessee Bluebird 

Society Quarterly Newsletter

BLUEBIRD BEGINNINGS / SOWING THE SEEDS OF BLUE -BY DUANE RICE
A	  sample	  of	  Spring	  was	  in	  the	  air	  on	  
Saturday,	  March	  8th,	  at	  the	  Old	  House	  Fair	  
in	  Nashville,	  Tennessee.

What	  a	  blessing	  it	  was	  too,	  considering	  

the	  construcCon	  of	  Bluebird	  nest	  boxes	  
was	  taking	  place	  outside.

Prior	  to	  the	  fair,	  the	  
representaCves	  of	  each	  region	  of	  
Tennessee	  Bluebird	  Society,	  Farrell	  
Roe	  (West),	  Duane	  Rice	  (Central),	  
Stan	  Colburn	  and	  Chuck	  James	  
(East)	  discussed	  their	  love	  of	  
Bluebirds,	  as	  well	  as,	  the	  future	  

Photo by Bill Lewis

In This Issue
• “Old House Fair” Children’s Workshop
• Tellico Village Birders Club becomes a Charter Chapter of 

TBS
• Paul Hawkins Bluebird talk attracts a record crowd
• TBS - What is our mission and what are our goals.
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collaboraCve	  efforts	  will	  have	  in	  regards	  to	  the	  
conservaCon	  of	  naCve	  secondary	  cavity	  
nesters;	  Bluebirds	  in	  parCcular.

We	  were	  doubly	  blessed	  to	  have	  Vintage	  
Millworks,	  Inc.	  donate	  all	  of	  the	  aged	  cedar.	  	  All	  
of	  the	  wood	  was	  repurposed	  from	  demoliCon	  
sites.	  	  Aaron	  Dunn	  of	  Vintage	  Millworks	  pre-‐cut	  
all	  of	  the	  kits.	  	  Aaron,	  Central	  Region	  TBS,	  and	  
Stan	  Colburn,	  of	  East	  Region	  TBS,	  	  were	  
invaluable	  in	  supervising	  the	  construcCon	  of	  

approximately	  50	  nest	  boxes!	  	  Thanks	  guys,	  
great	  job.

Though	  our	  main	  focus	  was	  on	  educaCng	  
children	  about	  Bluebirds,	  we	  quickly	  
discovered	  that	  just	  as	  many	  adults	  were	  
interested	  in	  learning	  about	  Bluebirds	  too.

Flyers,	  Fact	  Sheets,	  informaCon	  about	  
Bluebirds,	  and	  TBS	  were	  handed	  out	  with	  each	  
box	  making	  sure	  that	  the	  new	  Landlords	  
understood	  the	  responsibility	  that	  comes	  with	  
mounCng	  their	  box.

The	  intense	  looks	  on	  the	  kids	  faces	  while	  they	  
used	  the	  drills	  were	  priceless,	  but	  not	  as	  
priceless	  as	  the	  ear	  to	  ear	  grins	  they	  were	  
wearing	  while	  holding	  their	  nest	  boxes.	  	  Our	  
hope	  is	  that	  the	  
experience	  they	  
have	  in	  being	  
Nest	  Box	  
Landlords	  will	  
last	  a	  lifeCme.

It	  was	  a	  day	  
filled	  with	  blue	  
skies	  and	  smiles	  
all	  around.	  	  A	  
great	  day	  for	  
Sowing	  the	  
Seeds	  of	  Blue	  for	  
our	  Bluebird	  
friends.

BLUEBIRD BEGINNINGS / SOWING THE SEEDS OF BLUE -BY DUANE RICE (CONT.)

Photo Left to Right: TBS Board Members: Stan Colburn and Duane 
Rice along with Aaron Dunn of Vintage Millworks, Nashville, TN.

Right: Stan Colburn
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TELLICO VILLAGE BIRDERS CLUB BECOMES FIRST CHARTER CHAPTER OF TBS

Tuesday, February 11, 2014 was a special day for 
both the Tellico Village Birders Club and the 
Tennessee Bluebird Society. The Tellico Village 
Birders Club was recognized as the First Charter 
Chapter of the Tennessee Bluebird Society.

TBS President Farrell Roe, wife Jane and 
Daughter Stacey traveled from Jackson, TN for the 
ceremony. President Farrell Roe’s opening remarks 
were very inspiring, explaining his love and work in 
behalf of Bluebirds over the past 40 plus years. He 
also brought gifts from Jackson, TN for the Tellico 
Village Birders Club Members. What else from 
Jackson, TN but Pringles and Moon Pies.

The morning started with a trip to Bill an Annie 
Lewis’ home to observe the feeding of his 300 plus 
Bluebirds. This was followed by a lunch at the Toqua 
Golf Club Grill prior to the meeting. The day was 
concluded with a dinner at the Tellico Village Yacht 
and Country Club hosted by Chuck and Terry James.

The Tellico Village Birders Club is a little more 
then 3 years old. The group was formed by Claire 
Manzo and today has over 30 members. Three years 
ago the club was ask to take over an old nest box trail  
of 33 nest boxes on the Toqua Golf Course at Tellico 
Village. The TVBC took on the project. The 
following year it was decided to build a trail on the 
Tanasi Golf Course. This new trail has 30 nest boxes. 
Keeping in the spirit of expanding the nest box trails. 
The TVBC along with the Tellico Village 
Woodworkers and Scott Bracket built an additional 
40 nest boxes to be placed around the community. 
TVBC is now committed to monitoring over 100 
nest boxes in just 3 years. Claire, job well done!!!

The Tennessee Bluebird Society looks forward to 
working  with the Tellico Village Birders Club on 
future projects.

If your Bird Club is interested in partnering with 
the Tennessee Bluebird Society, please email us at 
TNSialia@Gmail.Com

“A man's interest in a single bluebird is worth more than a complete but dry list of 
the fauna and flora of a town.”
 

- Letter, November 22, 1858, from Henry D. Thoreau to Daniel Ricketson, in 
The Writings of Henry David Thoreau, 1906

Photo Left to Right: Farrell Roe 
President TBS, Claire Manzo President 
TVBC and Chuck James Board Member 
of TBS and Member of TVBC.

Photo by: David Kinneer
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PAUL HAWKINS  TALK BRINGS RECORD CROWD

When you think of a speaker on Bluebirds in 
East Tennessee one of the most mentioned names is 
Paul Hawkins. He 
has been a bird 
lover most of his 
life and is very well 
known in the 
Knoxville, TN area. 

On February 
25, 2014 Paul was 
ask to speak to the 
senior group at 
Fairview Methodist 
Church in 
Maryville, TN. 
Typically 40 
seniors attend 
these once a month luncheons. But when Paul speaks 
it’s standing room only. About 125 people arrived to 
see Paul’s presentation.

Paul’s presentation starts with two short video’s 
on Bluebirds.: The Stokes, “Bluebird Basics” and 
‘Bluebirds in the Nest Box” by the North Carolina 
Bluebird Society. Paul then discuss the various style 
nest boxes and the different foods Bluebirds enjoy. 
The group was very interactive and asked many very 
good questions and showed real interest in Bluebirds. 
One gentleman after the meeting said he was going 
to build nest boxes and start a bluebird trail in his 
neighborhood getting his neighbors involved.

The Tennessee Bluebird Society is happy to have 
Paul as an active member. His experience in 
Bluebirds is invaluable.

If you know of a group interested in a 
presentation on Bluebirds, please contact us. One of 
our members will be happy to put on a presentation.

Thirty-seven years ago Larry 
Zeleny, PhD wrote the article, 
“How You Can Help Its Fight For 
Survival,” Since 1977 thousands of 
people across North America have 

been inspired and have fought to 
save all three species of Bluebirds 
and other native cavity nesting 
birds in North America. We feel 
it’s time for us to educate the next 
generation in the importance of 
conservation.

Our Mission Statement is as 
follows: The Tennessee Bluebird 
Society is dedicated to: Promoting 
Bluebird and other native nesting bird 
conservation.  Develop public 
awareness, educational programs and 
workshops. Encourage and aid in the 

development of nest box trails and 
collecting data for research. Also, to 
provide social opportunities for 
members to share information and 
experiences relating to bluebirds, 
birding, conservation and related 
topics.

How are we structured: We are 
a statewide society and affiliate of 
the North American Bluebird 
Society.

(Continued on Page 5)
  

“While no human society will ever be without problems, a society whose members appreciate 
the beauties and complexities of  natural world cannot be totally out of  touch with 
reality. Bluebirds are a wonderful part of  that reality. Enjoy them.”  

 T. David Pitts, PhD

TENNESSEE BLUEBIRD SOCIETY MISSION AND GOALS

Chuck James VP Communication 
Tennessee Bluebird Society
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Tennessee Bluebird 
Society Board of 

Directors

Eastern Region:

Stan Colburn - Loudon
Bill Lewis - Maryville
Chuck James - Loudon

Central Region:

Duane Rice

Western Region:

Farrell Roe - Jackson
Stacey Roe - Jackson

Email: tnsialia@gmail.com

Website: www.tnsialia.org 

Facebook

Calendar
April 5, 2014 (10am-3pm)
Rotary Park Spring Fling - Bluebird 
TrailTour of Nest Boxes.

April 14, 2014 (7pm)
Mount Carmel Methodist Church - 
Ladies Class - Bluebirds

April 15, 2014 (3pm)
The Neighborhood at Tellico Village

100 Chatuga Drive West

Loudon, TN 37774

May 10, 2014 (Tentative)
Dunbar Cave State Park Spring Fling -
Bluebirds questions & answers.

 TBS STRUCTURE
There are three (3) regions 

within the state: Eastern, Central 
and Western. Each Region will 
have their own meetings.

The Tennessee Bluebird 
Society will communicate in the 
following manner with its 
members:

1) Quarterly Newsletters
2)Constant Contact E-Mails
3) Facebook
4)Annual state meeting
5)Regional meetings

We are incorporated as a non-
profit in Tennessee and have 
applied for our 501 (C) 3 IRS 
exemption.

What are our goals for TBS?
1) Interest a new generation in 

conservation and protecting the 
Bluebird and other native cavity 
nesting birds in Tennessee.

2)Have mentors in each 
county willing to educate groups 
on conservation and the 
importance of creating a habitat 
for our native cavity nesting 
birds.

3) Create and maintain nest 
box trails throughout the state

4)Provide social opportunities 
to those interested in 
conservation and protecting our 
native cavity nesting birds.

5)Collect research data.

We know many of you work on 
your Bluebird Trails and receive 
great enjoyment from this hobby. 
Won’t you consider sharing this 
passion with children and adults. 

We would like you to join the 
Tennessee Bluebird Society and 
get involved at any level you feel 
comfortable participating. We 
need your help. We are looking for 
county advocates, educators, nest 
box builders, trail managers, 
writers, board members, website 
manager, becoming an active 
member in one of the 3 regions 
and most important a love for 
Bluebirds.

One of the projects we will be 
exploring this summer to launch in 
the next school year will be a 
program called : “Bluebirds in the 
Classroom.” Getting children 
involved in conservation: Building 
nest boxes, monitoring, recording 
data. Real life experiences.

In just four (4) months we have 
accomplished many of our 
immediate goals. Now we must 
take this society to the next level, 
making an impact in conservation.

Your Membership and/or donation 
would be greatly appreciated. 
Please see the information below.

Chuck James

See Page 6 for  Tennessee Bluebird 
Society Application

mailto:tnsialia@gmail.com
mailto:tnsialia@gmail.com
http://www.tnsialia.org
http://www.tnsialia.org


TENNESSEE BLUEBIRD SOCIETY APPLICATION

Send your application and check to: Tennessee Bluebird 
Society
                                                   95 Hayes Branch Trail
                                                   Jackson, TN 38301

Website:	  www.TNBluebirdsociety.org	  	  /	  Email:	  TNSialia@Gmail.com

Contact	  Telephone:	  (865)	  437	  -‐9732

Category                       1Year                          3year                      Lifetime

Household                    $15                             $35                          $150

Corporate                     $150

Add an only $15 to a household membership and become a member of the North American 
Bluebird Society a $30 value. You will receive four issues of Bluebird, the journal of the North 
American Bluebird Society.

Please send your application and payment to the address at the bottom of this form

Name/  First:__________________________    
Last:_________________________________________
Organization:________________________________________________
Address/ Street________________________________________________ Apt:____
City:_______________________________ State:________ ZIP:_________
Telephone/ Home:_____________________________ Cell: 
________________________________
Email: ___________________________________________________________

 Membership Type:__________________________ Amount: __________________  NABS 
$15(Y/N) _________
                                                                                                            Total:_______________

I have interest in helping the following areas: Newsletter____, Membership_____, 
Education_____,
Website Management______, Data Collection_____, Becoming a board member of Tennessee 

http://www.TNBluebirdsociety.org
http://www.TNBluebirdsociety.org
mailto:TNSialia@Gmail.com
mailto:TNSialia@Gmail.com

